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EDITORIAL

Most of us are waiting and hoping that the economic hangman game which is being 

played on a global scale at the moment is not going to be lost. As each stab at the 

“right” answer goes out we are all wondering just how bad it is going to get.We can 

all be grateful in some ways that the pressure for development is easing off. The 

saving grace of many an historic building is just to be left as it is. However the 

warning signs are there already, less business  = empty buildings= no income = 

zero maintenance =  blight.  

Let us hope not to see a return of Credit Crunch Design (aka CCruD), where local 

authorities fall over themselves to get any sort of development schemes in to save 

their broken budgets and political credibility.  Thankfully a good chunk of those greedy 

“enabling” schemes we saw a lot of in the last few years are going to disintegrate and 

come to nothing. On the flip side the question has to be asked just how much more 

difficult it will become for anybody, private or public, to be able to forward finance 

the quality regeneration packages designed to save many of our historic buildings 

and save the skills required to do it.  How much of conservation budgets and rescue 

projects are now at the bottom of the Icelandic freezer? It is now a case of mixed 

blessings as the report on the Buildings at Risk Conference in this issue shows.

Those who think that historic buildings can look after themselves are going to 

get a loud wake up call. During the last 16 year boom a whole new generation of 

some politicians, clients, building, architecture and planning professionals (not us 

obviously…) have been operating under the naive delusion that there will always be 

a demand for an old building, that conservation isn’t necessary, historic cities don’t 

get economic virus’ and this will all be over by next year. We need to showcase 

places like Stockport, featured in this issue to raise awareness of how much can 

and needs to be done.

For every boom there is a bust, thus it was written and the fragility of the historic 

environment sees yet another but altogether different “challenge”. 

Angie Williams

Editor

nweditor@hotmail.co.uk
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The views expressed in this issue of the IHBC newsletter are those of the editor 

and authors, not of the IHBC.

SPOTLIGHT ON STOCKPORT – ‘I’ve found heaven – it’s in Stockport’ 

(The Guardian, February 4th 2004) 

Conservation & Heritage Manager – Paul Hartley

Conservation Officer – Crispin Edwards

Assistant Conservation Officer – Fiona Albarracin

The profile of conservation activity in Stockport has undergone a quiet 

transformation in recent years. 

The town is passed by and overlooked by many – literally so, by train over the 

Grade II* listed railway viaduct, Stockport’s most famous landmark, which now 

carries the West Coast mainline rail route 111feet over the Mersey Valley; by car 

on the 6-lane M60 motorway which uniquely passes directly through the north 

side of the town centre; even overhead, by air on the descent into Manchester 

Airport every 3 minutes of the day. Not to be spurned, Stockport has begun to 

galvanise its efforts to protect, enhance and give recognition to its built heritage. 

So much so that people are beginning to break their journeys and see what there 

is to offer for themselves….

In fact the impact of new transport routes on the fortunes and perceptions of 

Stockport’s built heritage is nothing new. The Manchester – Buxton turnpike, 

constructed in 1824 to bypass traffic congestion in the town centre immediately 

began to attract new development and investment, indirectly making a major 

contribution to the preservation of the medieval heart of the town and protecting 

it from more intensive Victorian, and Edwardian and C20th redevelopment. 
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Stockport Market place before

Stockport Market place after
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The historic core still survives largely intact today, located on sandstone 

promontory overlooking the River Mersey and centred on the market place (its 

Charter dates back to 1260). The market place is dominated by a Victorian glass, 

timber and iron covered Market Hall, set between the Grade I St Mary’s Church 

at one end and the site of Stockport’s long gone castle at the other. Set within a 

rolling topography, the quality and variety of the townscape in the historic core 

is remarkable, its burgage plots still clearly legible, and exhibiting a wide range 

of architectural styles. Re-fronted Georgian and Victorian buildings commonly 

conceal medieval fabric beneath and behind their later facades. 

By the late 1980s the declining condition of the historic area – and its economic vitality 

– became a matter of serious concern. The combined processes of depopulation, 

competition from new retail development elsewhere in the town centre, inaccessibility, 

and longstanding neglect of the built fabric spurred Stockport Council to make a 

concentrated effort to bring new life and investment into the area. Guided by a study 

of the town centre by the Civic Trust Regeneration Unit, an early Conservation Area 

Partnership Scheme laid the foundations for a successful Single Regeneration Budget 

programme focused exclusively on the Market Underbanks Conservation Area. 

Over £30 million of investment later – what has been achieved? The flagship 

scheme has unquestionably been the restoration of the Grade II* Staircase 

House. The target of various concerted arson attempts, the rescue and repair 

of the earliest surviving town house in the market place and its conversion into 

a visitor attraction in its own right has been carried to the highest conservation 

standards (overseen by Donald Insall Associates and with substantial funding 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund). The Shawcross Fold block in which it lies 

includes a new museum (the ‘Stockport Story Museum’), meeting rooms, 

new housing fronting Millgate, a café and retail units, and the relocated 

Tourist Information Centre. The promotion of mixed use development has 

been a hallmark of other projects in the vicinity - Mealhouse Brow is another 

successful block-based scheme overlooking the market place which has 

overcome considerable structural, topographical and legal constraints to create 

a combination of new social housing and retail units involving new build, historic 

building repairs, conversion and some unashamed facadism. 
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Stockport Millgate before

Stockport Millgate After
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The area has also benefited form extensive public realm enhancements in high 

quality natural materials and linked with the pedestianisation of shopping streets 

during core hours. Other elements of the programme have addressed business 

support and development and smaller scale physical improvements to buldings. 

Whilst the SRB funding has come to a close, the momentum of the programme 

has fed through to further publicly and privately funded projects in and around 

the area – current schemes include the refurbishment of the Grade II listed 

Covered Market Hall (again with HLF support), extensive stonework repairs to 

St Mary’s Church (this time with English Heritage grant assistance) and further 

streetscape enhancements,  including the forthcoming restoration of stone setted 

surfacing throughout the market place. A successful Townscape Heritage Initiative 

scheme has just been completed in the neighbouring Hillgate Area.

Stockport- the staircase in staircase house restored
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Stockport Staircase House Before

Stockport Staircase House Courtyard
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For the Conservation and Heritage Team at Stockport, the success of the town 

centre regeneration projects has brought widespread public and political support. 

This, in turn, has enabled the team to develop a more broadly based and 

proactive approach to conservation related activities as a whole. The endorsement 

of a the first Borough–wide Conservation Strategy in 2004 has been followed 

with an integrated Conservation and Heritage Strategy in 2008 and internal 

reorganisation means that there is much closer working links between staff with 

statutory conservation responsibilities, conservation project officers and museums 

staff involved in heritage interpretation, development and curatorial services.  All 

conservation areas have undergone a comprehensive programme of review with 

extensive public consultation and have provided a clear demonstration of active 

community interest in the historic environment and support for conservation 

within the Borough.

“I’ve found Heaven”



Newsletter November 2008Newsletter November 2008



Issue number 30

Stockport Underbanks Paving

Stockport Market Hall
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Stockport Underbank Hall
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Stockport Town Centre Streetworks
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Stockport Streetworks Underbank
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Stockport Viaduct
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Current initiatives include the development of a web-enabled heritage 

environment database (nicknamed ‘SHED’), the review of local and statutory lists 

and the development of a Conservation and Heritage Forum to bring together the 

wide range of community groups from around the Borough. Ambitious community 

initiatives such as the Plaza Theatre – the restoration of a 1930s Grade II* 

supercinema – and the Mellor Dig – a community archaeology project on the 

Borough’s Pennine fringe demonstrate the strength of interest and commitment.

All in all much has been achieved in a relatively short space of time. Stockport 

provides a useful demonstration how the successful completion of a key exemplar 

project or projects can provide the impetus for further activity, emanating not just 

from within the local authority but, more critically, from the wider community itself. 

Useful links : 

www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas

www.staircasehouse.org.uk

www.stockportplaza.co.uk

www.mellorheritage.org.uk

www.stockport.gov.uk/shed

Newsletter November 2008
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE HERITAGE BOX: SOLVING THE PROBLEMS OF 

BUILDINGS AT RISK.

“Creative Partnerships for Buildings at Risk” was a one-day conference, organised 

by the IHBC North West Branch, at Manchester Town Hall on Wednesday 21st May.

  

Andrew Davison, from English Heritage, focussed on the EH Buildings at Risk 

(BAR) Register initiative and its operation.  Since 1999 there had been a 13.5% 

net decrease in buildings at risk and the national conservation deficit had declined 

from £369m to £330m.  87% of BAR require some public subsidy, but the funding 

was declining.  So on balance, the story was one of mixed fortunes.

Nigel Hewitson (Norton Rose LLP) outlined the main legal measures available to 

LPAs and some of the major problems and pitfalls. He explained that owners of 

listed buildings did not have a legal duty to keep their building(s) in a state of 

repair or to insure them; but a building owner was responsible if a dangerous 

building injured someone.

The Heritage Protection Bill proposed changes to the existing statutory procedures. 

Repairs Notice and CPO provisions would be extended to other “heritage 

structures”. Urgent Works provisions would be replaced by a system enabling 

authorities to carry out any “necessary” works, but they will need EH consent.

Brian Morton (a leading conservation engineer) provided a series of illustrated 

case studies in a presentation called “Structural Solutions”. Instead of suggesting 

listed buildings should be demolished, he said engineers should take the view that 

buildings could be saved and rebuilt as they were.

Kate Borland explained that in Manchester the LPA’s BAR strategy had been to keep 

its approach simple. The principal objectives were to rescue buildings at risk and to 

prevent vulnerable buildings from becoming at risk. Partnership was a key theme in the 

BAR project.  In order to make progress it was necessary to create links with private 

owners and internal departments. The aim in removing a BAR from the Register was for 

it to stay off the Register, so the idea was to make an impact with the work.
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Chris Griffiths explained that in Liverpool it had been realised that if safeguarding 

the city’s heritage was to be a genuine political objective, then money would be 

needed to save the buildings identified in the BAR Strategy.  NWDA provided 

£1.5m, as part of their buildings at risk programme and Liverpool City Council 

and EH were also lobbied. 

Liverpool was moving in the right direction. The number of buildings on the EH 

BAR Register had fallen from 15 to 9. Using statutory powers for BARs was the 

“last resort” and BPTs were similarly the ‘developers of last resort’, but it was the 

duty of the LPA to make “the last resort” possible and make it work.

After lunch, delegates split into groups for workshops and walking tours.  One 

workshop (led by John Miller) considered the work of Building Preservation Trusts 

and the other (led by Brian Morton) was entitled “Specifying the Right Repair”.  

One walking tour (led by Warren Marshall) went through the Northern Quarter  

and the other (led by Kate Dickenson and Stefan Brzozowski) focussed on two 

former mill buildings in Ancoats.

Ian Lush (of AHF) focussed on funding ‘historic building regeneration’. He 

identified the main funding sources and discussed AHF loans.

Bob Kindred (Ipswich BC) said that there were estimated to be 37,000 Building 

at Risk in the UK and, at the present rate of progress, it would takes 780 years to 

deal with the backlog!   BAR needed a higher priority and better political buy-in 

at local level was imperative.  BAR officers needed to generate a profile, but they 

also need to think outside the box - think about the market and think about the 

big picture in policy terms.

Several themes emerged: for BAR programmes to be effective it was important 

for LPAs to have a strategy and the resources issues had to be addressed.  

Funding and partnership were often linked, partnership was often the key to 

funding.  Partnerships were important anyway, since LPAs could not deliver BAR 

programmes on their own.

Newsletter November 2008
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Thinking outside the heritage box was another theme that emerged: it was 

important to think about the end use of the building (for funding), and it was 

also important to think about the market and think about the big (policy) picture.  

Using statutory powers carefully and creatively was often advisable.  Publicity was 

vital in raising the profile of the work that was being done - as well as naming and 

shaming where appropriate.

The Editor thanks Keith Parsons, Principal Lecturer

School of Built & Natural Environment, University of Central Lancashire for 

this contribution.
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SUMMER SOCIAL – WHAT’S UP DOCK?

The “summer” social event of the NW Branch of the IHBC was held in Liverpool 

on the evening of 11th September.  About 20 brave people turned up in the 

torrential rain for a tour (or perhaps cruise would have been a better word given 

the amount of water we walked in) of Liverpool One and the old and new assets 

of the European Capital of Culture 2008.

John Hinchliffe, Liverpool’s World Heritage Officer, was our guide for the evening. 

Despite achieving notoriety by losing the Mayor of Kathmandu on one of his 

previous city tours, John kept us all entertained and together, starting at Blue 

Coat School, dating from 1718 and Liverpool’s oldest building, now refurbished 

and showered with prestigious awards. We paused at two late 18th century listed 

warehouses which have been conserved, with original winding gear and which 

were also infamously the site of the nightclub Planet X (well known to John in his 

clubbing days – respect to you John).The city centre has been transformed by 

multi-award winning Liverpool One, delivered by Grosvenor Developments at a cost 

in excess of £950m.  The scheme is strongly based on the historic street pattern 

and  preserved the Old Dock beneath it. The Old Dock is a fascinating monolithic 

structure, nearly entirely intact, with what is possibly the earliest example of fast 

drying cement mortar found in the brick joints.

We warmed up to a superb meal afterwards, our thanks to John and all those 

involved in producing a splendid evening despite the wrath of the rain.
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NW HERITAGE SKILLS HUB

‘The finest workers in stone are not copper or steel tools but the gentle touches of 

air and water working at their leisure with a liberal allowance of time’ 

Henry David Thoreau

This poetic view of how stone can be changed by time and the elements is true but 

the intervention by skilled craftsmen can provide an equally dramatic result with 

many examples of their fine work throughout this north west region. The need to 

preserve and capture the ability to continue the skilled craft work to our heritage 

buildings is at the root of the establishment of the NW Heritage Skills Hub.

The NW Heritage Skills Hub has been set up to address the perceived lack of 

heritage skills available in the north west region.  A report published in June 2005 

by the National Heritage Training Group (NHTG) into the built heritage sector 

identified the heritage skills issue with evidence that in this region in 2004 there 

Summer Social visit to Liverpool - Outside the viewing hole for the old dock wall

IHBC NW Summer Social - The Old Dock Wall underneath Liverpool
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was a significant shortfall in skilled workers to repair and maintain the 25,000 

listed buildings and the large pre 1919 housing stock.  Following publication of the 

NHTG report, a series of regional seminars was held to publicise the findings and 

to launch the idea of regional heritage craft skills groups being established, with 

an action plan to address the craft skill shortages identified in the report. 

The hub will be a focal point from which heritage skills can be championed 

within the region and will be managed by a heritage ambassador to promote 

heritage goals via the established CCI network. The hub will develop sub-groups, 

seminars, topic-specific teams and will compliment existing provision within the 

region. It will drive the demand for heritage skills across the region and work to 

coordinate the establishment of a heritage training infrastructure for the North 

West. Other activities will include producing regular newsletters for the industry, 

providing case studies of best practice for the industry and setting up a Steering 

Group and wider stakeholder group.  A priority action for the hub since starting in 

the summer has been to undertake a mapping/audit exercise to gain information 

on training provision in the region. 

A Heritage Award category has been added to the Construction Awards 2009, 

nominations are being sought, if you are interested in putting forward a candidate 

further information is available on the CCI website below.

Heather Emery

Ambassador

NW Skills Hub

heather.emery@ccinw.com

tel no 0161 295 5076

www.ccinw.com

DIFFERING PERCEPTIONS OF VALUE IN CONSERVATION AREAS

Brooklands Road is a small Conservation Area designated in 2004, on the 

Manchester side of a road which forms the boundary with Trafford. Since 
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2001 five planning applications for the demolition of a Victorian villa called 

Normanhurst and its replacement with flats have resulted in four Planning Appeal 

Public Inquiries. The planning history of the area was used as a case study for 

the dissertation for the author’s postgraduate certificate in the archaeology of 

standing buildings.

The area was laid out in the 1860s by the landowner Samuel Brooks, who also 

laid out Whalley Range in Manchester. Brooklands Road followed the path of a 

straight line from Brooks’s house to the railway station he caused to be built on 

the new commuter line, now used by the Metro. Strict regulations controlled 

the size and shape of plots, design of houses, and treatment of landscapes, 

planting and boundaries. Following a first wave of development, Normanhurst 

and other houses were built in the 1890s, but still adhered to most of the original 

regulations. The First World War halted development, which was then revived 

between the wars, and post-Second World War, in particular in the 1960s. These 

later waves respected the depth of plots but not the dividing boundaries, and also 

built to a line nearer the road than earlier buildings with their carriage drives. 

Vernacular revival was still the architectural norm, but more often in an Arts and 

Crafts style than the Tudor and Classical idioms of Normanhurst and 

its predecessors. 

Designation took place on the basis that the area had a cohesive architectural 

character based on the relationship between the road and plots, with their buildings 

and landscaping. Special note was paid to the survival of Normanhurst as the only 

house within the designated area which conformed to the original regulations. 

Other survivals are separated from the designated area by unsympathetic later 

development, or fall within Trafford where designation has not been possible.

The study looked at the values ascribed to the area by the various different 

stakeholders with an interest in the area, and compared these with each other 

and with published policy and guidelines. The values were categorised using 

the model of heritage values presented by English Heritage in “Conservation 

Principles”, which describes Evidential, Historical, Aesthetic and Communal values. 

Several interesting findings emerged. Current policy guidance now recognises 
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the legitimacy of a wide range of values encompassing communal and other 

intangible values, and is much more in tune with residents’ perceptions of what 

is important about places than was the case in the past. However, PPG15 is still 

the primary guidance, and because this is focussed on aesthetic and historical 

values, it is difficult for conservation professionals to give weight to other aspects. 

It is hoped that this will be at least partly addressed by the forthcoming Heritage 

Reform Bill and a new Planning Policy Statement to replace PPGs 15 & 16.

More concerning was the fact that the values of Planning Inspectors more than 

any other stakeholders overlapped with those of planning applicants, who gave 

almost no weight to historical value. Although all four planning appeals were 

rejected, the two appeals made since designation were rejected almost entirely 

on the aesthetic and amenity impact of replacement buildings. The historical and 

evidential impact of the loss of Normanhurst was dismissed against the advice 

of Manchester’s Urban Design and Conservation Officer, and of English Heritage. 

Although the designation document set out what the character to be protected 

Normanhurst
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Brooklands Road conservation area - later houses respecting earlier building lines

Brooklands Road running straight from Brooklands station towads Brooks’s house
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was, the Inspectors did not appreciate the way in which Normanhurst and its 

unique unaltered plot with original boundary walls represent the regulations 

from which this character resulted, and embody the values of an important local 

historical figure.

An important weakness in EH’s Conservation Area Appraisals guidance was also 

exposed; a list of ten criteria which might qualify an unlisted building as contributing 

to the character of the Conservation Area is hedged around with the caveat that 

they should only be applied if the building’s historic form and values have not been 

‘seriously eroded’. Unsympathetic accretions have been added to Normanhurst, 

mainly to the rear but reached via a bridge link, and although many of the changes 

could be reversed two Inspectors have concluded that the survival of the original 

form with later additions is insufficient. Following the guidance in Para 4.27 of PPG15, 

the tests for demolition of a listed building therefore did not have to be passed, as 

these are expected only to be applied to buildings which contribute positively to the 

character and appearance of the area. No clarification has been provided as to how to 

determine whether or not a building’s historic form and values have been ‘seriously 

eroded’. Presumably this is intended to be a matter of professional judgement, but 

Brooklands Road Conservation area - houses set well back in plots with public views
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in two cases now the judgement of the Planning Inspector has differed from those of 

the Conservation Officer and English Heritage Inspector; and the Planning Inspector 

makes the recommendation to the Secretary of State.

These judgements highlight the importance of full Conservation Area Appraisals 

which - as well as defining the aesthetic character of the area -  confirm all of the 

reasons why designation has taken place, and the contribution made by unlisted 

buildings to the character of the area. The study also showed that the model in 

Conservation Principles adequately categorises values. It would be interesting to 

see the results of similar ‘value-mapping’ exercises elsewhere, especially in more 

typical urban Conservation Areas. 

Crispin Edwards

Conservation Officer

Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

crispin.edwards@stockport.gov.uk

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION IN CHESHIRE

Whilst much could be written about the political and legal wrangling that has 

clouded the progress of local government reorganisation in Cheshire, it is 

sufficient to note that it is to take place on 1st April 2009. The purpose of this 

article is to consider the implications for the conservation service.

The initial joint bid document that was submitted to government included a 

structure that placed Conservation, Heritage, Archaeology and Countryside into 

a service to be known as “Image and Product Development”. It proved difficult 

to discover the author of that concept, but it did highlight the lack of awareness 

about the conservation function, a problem that has persisted, particularly in 

West Cheshire. Two of the existing West Cheshire authorities have previously 

abandoned the concept of a holistic planning service, cutting conservation 

officers adrift from mainstream planning, whereas the constituent authorities for 

East Cheshire have retained traditional planning departments with conservation 
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more firmly embedded as a key resource. The County conservation service 

which was once a powerful resource has now been reduced to a skeleton level. 

In the meantime we are leaking staff. West Cheshire is down to 3 conservation 

officers (from 6) whilst research by English Heritage (prior to some of this staff 

loss) shows that Cheshire overall has about one third of the conservation officer 

provision that Merseyside has on a pro-rata basis. So the profile of conservation 

in Cheshire is already low.

Working with County archaeology staff, Cheshire’s conservation officers considered 

the options for the future. It was felt that at the least, the existing archaeology and 

HER services needed to be retained as a pan Cheshire service, especially as service 

level agreements currently make provision to the former Cheshire unitary councils 

of Warrington and Halton. We were also very mindful of the potential implications 

of Heritage Protection Reform for the future joint working of the conservation and 

archaeology services. After much discussion, the logic of our argument has now 

been accepted; although it is unclear as to whether this is only an interim basis for 

the first year of the new unitary councils, or a permanent proposal.

Whilst there have been delays in the appointment of the senior managers of the 

two new unitary councils, the process of developing draft delivery structures has 

continued, led by the shadow members, with unknown guidance from some of the 

existing senior management. As with all such processes, in the absence of definite 

information, rumours have abounded. 

For Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) the road has been uncertain. Initially the 

conservation and archaeology functions were placed under a Prosperity portfolio, 

along with urban and landscape, tourism, regeneration and the LDF aspect of 

planning. When a sub-group of specialist environmental professionals was formed 

to gather baseline information, we also sought to influence the service delivery 

structures. Initially this was unsuccessful as we found ourselves placed within in 

the Culture and Recreation Service, whilst urban design was attached to a new 

Regeneration Projects Service. Things became worse as refinements then placed 

the conservation function into Museums, Heritage and Archive Services. Despite 

being advised by my manager to accept the inevitable, I emailed and copied my 

concerns onwards and upwards. The sub-group leader also took the opportunity 
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to participate in what was described as, but never publicised as, a consultation 

exercise, using some of my arguments. 

Recently the new CWAC Chief Executive has produced his first structure. This 

places the conservation function back with the other specialist environmental 

services, as we had suggested, but now in the Development Control Service. 

Many people, not least myself, have fought for many years to be able to offer 

a more proactive service than that which is normally provided by the planning 

control system. Hopefully there should be a synergy between the environmental 

specialists to facilitate such an approach. With the HPR writing on the wall, 

Development Control is probably a better home than we have previously been 

offered, and certainly an improvement upon Museums. My next step is to strive 

to change the name of the host service to reflect these aspirations. Whether my 

unsolicited contact with the Chief Executive designate, prior to his taking post, 

had any influence upon the design of his structure I cannot say. I now wait to 

see the reaction to my suggestion that the Service be renamed Development 

Management or Development Planning.

East Cheshire has followed a different and less turbulent path, but with its 

stronger planning tradition it is no surprise that a Planning Department embracing 

all aspects of planning has seamlessly emerged by what Mike Scammell has 

described as osmosis. 

We all now await developments as the process gathers pace and tiers of 

managers are appointed, each seeking to exert their influence upon the 

proceedings. By the time this is published it may have all change again.

Dave Hayes – IHBC Cheshire rep

Conservation and Design Manager

Environmental Policy

Vale Royal Borough Council

CONSULTATIONS
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Your IHBC NW Branch receives copies of consultations on various policy and other 

issues from the national IHBC Policy Committee. At the moment most of these, 

and they are numerous and many of marginal concern to members, are dealt 

with by your Branch Exec. Important consultations, or those requiring a specialist 

input are sent out to all NW members for their views.

The consultations are handled this way as a means of minimising the email 

overload most of you suffer from but the Policy Committee welcomes feedback 

from members. 

If you particularly want to find out about current consultations you can go to the 

IHBC website. You can respond with your views to the NW Branch representative 

Paul Butler:  paul@urbanistics.co.uk. You could also respond as an individual.  

Comments will then be specifically yours with no suggestion of a consensus branch 

view.  A consensus might emerge if several people respond in a similar manner.
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THOSE WERE THE DAYS MY FRIEND - EARLY DAYS OF THE ACO AND CONTEXT

As I prepare for the demise of Vale Royal and the transformation to Cheshire 

West and Chester, I am under some pressure to tidy up my workspace. I suspect 

that like most conservation officers I gather information in case it is useful, and I 

have quite a bit. Amongst my box files are old editions of Context. I have a copy 

of Context: ACO Newsletter No 1, dated Feb’83, and all subsequent editions. It is 

interesting to note that the first issues reflected the way in which the ACO was in 

those days, an informal collaboration of colleagues, with free issues of somewhat 

adhoc numbered and stapled copies of Context. It wasn’t until August 1987 that 

we had the first glossy cover, and the first colour cover was in Spring 1989 which 

was priced at £1-25.

The first edition of 1984 noted that ACO membership at the end of 1983 was 242, 

of which 14 were Associates and 11 Honorary members.

The membership list dated 1.11.83 is of interest. Of note are the following:-

Malcolm Airs (South Oxfordshire District Council)

Edmund Booth (Calderdale Borough Council)

John A Fidler (Corporation of London)

Michael King (Sefton Borough Council)

Anna McPherson (Department of the Environment, Historic Areas, Conservation 

Division) (Associate Member)

Charles Mynors (Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea)

David Pearce (Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings)(Honorary Member)

John Preston (Cambridgeshire County Council)

Mathew Saunders (Ancient Monuments Society)

Charles Strang (Borders Regional Council)

Roy Worskett (The Architectural and Planning Partnership)(Honorary Member)

and of course myself, incorrectly named as David M Haynes and the only Cheshire 

based member.

A quick review of a recent Context reveals that some of the above remain active.

Ed: Our thanks to David M Hayes of Vale Royal for his article above. Does anyone 

out there have any old pictures of our members we could publish (eg exuberant 

behaviour at Summer Schools, that kind of thing)?
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DIARY DATES

• Cheshire Conservation Officers have meetings planned for 4 December in 

Macclesfield and 5 March at Cheshire County.

• the next meeting for MCOG on the Wirral on the 9 January 2009.  It will be 

held at Sunlight Vision at the junction of Windy Bank and Queen Mary’s Drive 

in Port Sunlight.  The morning will be for usual issues,  lunch across the road 

at the Lady Lever Art Gallery.  For the afternoon 2pm onwards, Lionel Bolland 

( Chief Executive of Port Sunlight Village Trust) will give a short talk on issues 

facing Port Sunlight and the operation of the Trust.  In addition, Robert 

Turner from Telford of EURA Conservation Ltd has kindly offered to give a talk 

on the conservation of outside sculpture and particulary metal sculpture.  He 

has been giving advice to PSVT on the conservation of  the War Memorial in 

Port Sunlight.  It is a notable work of Goscombe John and concentrated in 

its iconography on the families and children left behind.  Other sculptures in 

Port Sunlight in the vicinity of the Lady Lever Art Gallery have been treated 

in the past and provide lessons for the future.  Listed sculptures require 

LBC for their treatment and there are technical and artistic pitfalls in the 

process.  So this will be a useful aftenoon session for CPD.  We will go to see 

the sculptures and recent schemes in the village, weather and early sunset 

permitting. Other COG groups in the NW will be notified of  the afternoon 

session to hopefully make it a well attended event.

• Vale Royal has produced a Historic Built Environment SPD which is out to 

consultation until 26 November. Find it on the Vale Royal web site (www.

valeroyal.gov.uk) under consultations. Supportive and helpful contributions 

from IHBC members are welcome.

• The IHBC NW Annual General Meeting and Christmas meal will be held in 

Preston on 3rd December. The meeting will be held at St. George’s followed 

by a meal at the Chop House in Winckley Square at 7.30pm.
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• The Academy of Urbanism and RIBA Trust, in association with ‘Le Corbusier 

– The Art of Architecture’ Exhibition, host an International Symposium on 

the 21st Century City, in Liverpool on 25 -27 November 2008. One of the 

first events to be held in Rick Mather’s new Art and Design Academy, the 

symposium focuses on themes including: The Timeless City, The Corbusian 

Legacy, and The Resurgence of Modernism and explores Liverpool’s past, 

present and future through study tours including: Ropewalks, Liverpool 1 

and the Waterfront, Anthony Gormley’s ‘Another Place’, New Heartland’s 

Housing Market Renewal and a preview of ‘Regeneration Anfield’ at Liverpool 

Football Club. Other highlights include: Private View of the ‘Le Corbusier 

– The Art of Architecture’ exhibition in Lutyen’s Crypt; formal debate on 

Corb: Hero or Villain? and The Urbanism Awards 2009 dinner, hosted by 

Roger McGough and Ian McMillan at the magnificent St George’s Hall. 

Prices: 2-day Symposium £250, The Urbanism Awards 2009 dinner £90 

(less table discounts). To book call 020 7251 8777 or email liverpool@

academyofurbanism.org.uk

Liverpool Design Academy
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• Port Cities are fascinating places with fascinating pasts. How can we protect 

the integrity of historic maritime ports and ensure their distinctiveness is 

not lost for future generations?

 On the Waterfront Culture, Heritage and Regeneration of Port Cities

 19 – 21 November 2008 is a major international English Heritage conference 

in Liverpool, the European Capital of Culture 2008.  It will explore the future 

of port cities - from Shanghai to Mumbai. 

 This is an essential event for all those who believe in the important role 

heritage plays in regeneration and placemaking. To download a full 

conference programme and booking form please visit:

 www.english-heritage.org.uk/onthewaterfront

• Townscape Heritage Initiative

 Conservation Needs and Skills Training Event

 Event Date: Friday 21st November, 2008 09:00 until 16:30

 Venue: Kings Court Enterprise Centre, 33 King Street, Blackburn, 

Lancashire, BB2 2DH

 The THI Conservation Needs and Skills Training Event marks the

 successful completion of the Blackburn Central Heritage Corridor Townscape 

Heritage Initiative (THI). It also aims to stimulate revitalisation in Darwen 

Town Centre and other areas within the region. Delegates will have the 

opportunity to learn how complex conservation issues were overcome for 

a variety of historic building renovation schemes and included developing 

training opportunities. Presentations will feature the conversion of derelict 

listed buildings for retail, social housing, living over the shop (LOTS) and 

commercial uses. The event will offer the opportunity for site visits within

 Blackburn town centre during the afternoon to see the successful

 programme when practitioners involved will show participants around

 the area..For further information phone: 01254 585626, mobile: 07966 420 

907, email: suzanne.trudgill@blackburn.gov.uk
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QUESTIONNAIRE

You will find a questionnaire enclosed in this newsletter. The Branch Committee 

wants to seek your views on events that have been held in the past and ideas for 

the future that you would find useful. Please send completed questionnaires to 

Kate Borland at the address at the end of the questionnaire. 

THANKS TO ALL OUR CONTRIBUTORS IN 2008

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD WISHES TO ALL FOR 2009

Next newsletter: 2009, date not yet decided. 

Editor: for this issue Angie Williams but new editor in 2009

Published and printed courtesy of Taylor Young
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