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IHBC Woos Celebs
Exclusive: Full Story Page 3

The IHBC is planning to sprinkle a little stardust on the grey world of building conservation. Chiefs at the 
Institute are working hard to introduce a new Honorary Associate membership class.  Ideal  candidates 
would be prominent and influential people with an interest in the historic environment but who are unlikely 
to join IHBC without further awareness of our work, and who would benefit from receipt of free copies of 
Context. 

Members  can help by forwarding 
names.  Nominations  should  be 
accompanied  with  some 

biographical  information  and  a 
contact address if you have it. And 
forwarded  to  showbiz  secretary, 

Devon  (that’s  a  person  not  the 
county)  at 
membershipadmin@ihbc.org.uk.

Britain’s  Greatest   Newsletter

mailto:membershipadmin@ihbc.org.uk


Editorial
Members may be unaware that when new recruits submit 
their  application  forms  they  need  to  pay  a  £20 
administration fee on top of their normal subscription. At a 
time they are saddled with student debt, possibly starting a 
new life in a distant part of the country and purchasing the 
car  they  need  to  do  their  chosen  job,  we  put  on  a 
surcharge on their membership.  With this sort of practice 
perhaps  we  shouldn’t  be  too  surprised  that  our 
membership is getting older and young professionals are 
choosing  not  to  join  the  IHBC.   While  processing 
memberships does cost money, is this not something that 
should  be  borne  by  the  whole  membership.  It  is  in 
everyone’s  interest  to  encourage  membership  of  the 
institute. And for those not convinced. Just remember the 
non  IHBC  incompetent  who  has  blundered  their  way 
through  every  professional  decision,  may  also  have  a 
talent for impressing the boss and may one day become 
your manager. It has happened before.

This will be the last edition of North West edited by myself. 
After six years I think I have dragged the IHBC down as far 
as it can go  and it is time for the newsletter to have an injection of new blood.

Pete Hoey

The views contained in this Institute of Historic Building Conservation

IHBC NW Branch AGM, 
Wednesday 5th December 2007, Chester 

You  will  soon  receive  by  post  all 
details about the forthcoming AGM. 
This will take place at from 5.30pm 
(for  refreshments)  with  a  6pm 
meeting  start  at  Bishops  Lloyd's 
Palace,  Watergate,  Chester. 
Following  the  meeting  we  will  be 

having our annual Christmas Meal 
at  Franc's  on  Cuppin  Street.  The 
table is booked for 7.30pm Please 
could  you  indicate  if  you  hope to 
attend, particularly for the meal as 
numbers and meal choices (menu 
to be sent with all information) are 

required for the restaurant no later 
than  Friday  30th  November. 
Please contact Kate Borland, 0161 
234  4556  or 
K.Borland@manchester.gov.uk 

Chair Paul Hartley 
Vice Chair David Hayes 
Secretary Ashley Petit - wishes to stand down 
Louise Wallace intends to stand for election 
Treasurer Ian Bond - wishes to stand down 
Consultation Co-coordinator Paul Butler 
Newsletter Editor Peter Hoey is standing down
Events Sub Committee Convener Peter de 
Figueiredo 
Membership Secretary Kate Borland 
National Representative Graham Arnold – wishes 

to stand down (from June 2008) 
NWHEF Representative Paul Mason 
Greater Manchester Paul Hartley 
Greater Manchester Crispin Edwards 
Merseyside Chris Griffiths 
Merseyside Graham Arnold 
Lancashire Ian Bond - wishes to stand down 
Lancashire Adrian Dowd 
Cheshire Louise Wallace 
Cheshire David Hayes 
Isle of Man Ashley Petit 

Buildings At Risk Training Event Spring 08
The IHBC NW Branch has agrred 
in principle to organise an event on 

the theme of Buildings at Risk .The 
event will take place in Spring 2008 

in Manchester, probably sometime 
in  May  which  allows  us  a 

mailto:K.Borland@manchester.gov.uk


reasonable period to prepare a well structured  format  and  organise  a 
good selection of speakers. 

IHBC Woos Celebs (cont. from P1)
However, the proposals have caused outrage amongst puritanical types. The AGM of the Welsh branch 
refused outright to submit suggestions. They raged that the cost of the administration outweighed the 

unclear  benefits  to  the  IHBC. 
Other major gripes included what 
would  happen  where  the  Hon 
person acts in a non IHBC manner 
(listening  to  commercial  radio 
etc.) and the practical difficulty of 
blackballing evil Hon members. It 
was  also  suggested  that  high 
numbers of Hon.s could dilute the 
professional  base,  swamping our 
unique culture, leading to rivers of 
blood
 

Stung,  the  IHBC  leadership 
reacted with vigour. Speaking from 
his  HQ  at  McTootles  Bar, 
Portabello,  Dr  Seán  O'Reilly 
responded,  “Look at  it  like this:  if  
someone who fancies themselves  
in conservation is using cement on  
their  old  brick  building  cottage  
(listed  or  otherwise),  I  hope  you  

wouldn’t just walk away and tut-tut  
about  their  incompetence  to  your  
friendly  conservation  experts,  

without  even  trying  to  explain  to  
them why they might be wrong.

“Equally,  if  someone  does  boast  
(or  thinks  they  boast)  a  
conservation  interest  –  implicit  or  
explicit  -  one sufficient  to win the  
approval of council, and they then  
fail  to  act  in  a  conservation-  (or  
IHBC)-friendly  manner,  surely  the  
point is that we tell them why they  
are wrong or mis-informed, explain  
to them why it is not conservation,  
and see if  we can convince them 
not  to  continue  in  their  erring  
ways”…...etc  etc…etc…..he  really 
did ramble on like this for pages. 

Meanwhile, In the North West, 
beardy conservationist, Graham 
Arnold suggested Tom Bloxham of 

Urban Splash who is both regional 
and national in presence, and a 
friend of the branch having spoken 
at one of our conferences. 

 Other Potential Celebs Include:

✰ George Galloway: works in a listed building, been on Big 
                                    Brother;
✰ Marianne Suhr:     thinking mans crumpet, knows about lime 
                                    mortar;
✰ Kylie Minogue:      nice arse
                                                                                



                                                                                            That’s enough celebs….Ed 



Can Manx Thatch Survive?
Although part of the North West for IHBC purposes, the Isle of Man has a very different heritage, one 
which  has  influenced  its  building  type.  In  the  tenth  century  the  island  was  settled  by  Vikings.  The 
Scandinavian influence can still be seen in the Diocese of Sodor and Mann (southern Scottish Isles and 
Mann) and the continued use of rope thatch. Simple and utilitarian, it reflects the dour battle for against 
the weather.

What is Rope Thatch?
Rope  thatch  is  were  bundles  of 
thatching materials are laid directly 
into  the  roof  structure,  without 
being restrained by fixing bars, and 
then covered with a retaining net of 
ropes or netting which is restrained 
by  pegs  around  the  edge  of  the 
roof.  The thatching material  could 
be anything locally found such as 
heather to reed, but on the Isle of 
Man, it was typically Marrom grass 
in the north and Straw to the south.

Rope  thatch  evolved  because  it 
performs  well  in  a  climate 
characterised  by  strong  and 
blustery winds. This type of roofing 
is characterised by low roof pitches 
typically  35%. If  the roof  was any 
lower  or  steeper  it  would  cause 
eddies  on  lee  side  which  would 
strip  away  the  roofing  materials. 

Roping  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
thatch  in  place.  The  point  about 
rope  thatch  is  that  most  people 
could install it.  It is not a specialist 
product  and  material  was  readily 
accessible. 

Method of Working
Rope thatching needs to be done 
in calm or still  weather.  Once the 
protective ropes  are removed the 
roof is vulnerable to damage from 
even  the  slightest  of  winds. 
Therefore  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  a  Manx  thatched  roof  would 
be  installed  very  quickly.  Due  to 
the  windy  weather  on  the  island 
thatching can only take place one 
day in three even in mid summer.

Depending on material,  the thatch 
could last for up to thirty years or 
as  little  as  two.  Interestingly,  in 

Scotland,  marrom  or  bent  grass 
was  regarded  as  a  less  sturdy 
variety, while in the Isle of Man the 
Folk  Life  survey  values  its 
robustness.

ApplyingThatch
Maintenance  is  a  continuous 
process  with  repairs  expected 
every year. Typical  annual repairs 
would  include  raking  most 
weathered sections off and redress 
whole  roof.  At  Cregneash,  Manx 
Heritage’s  Building  Museum,  the 
whole  roof  is  completely  stripped 
every five years although this may 
vary with materials an location.

Generally  only  the upper  layer  of 
thatch would be removed. Old and 
new thatch would mixed and used 
to  even  out  divots  before  a  top 
layer  of  new  thatch  would  be 



added.



For  new  thatch, 
bundles  of  thatch 
would be placed on 
the  roof  from  the 
eves  up  to  the 
ridge,  until  a  final 
layer  of  thatch 
would be placed to 
lie across the ridge. 
The upper layers of 
thatch  would  be 
punched  into  the 
lower layers.

Underlayer
The  underside  of 
the roof was placed 
a thinly cut layer of 
turf  about  25mm 
thick.  Known  as  scraa,  it  was 
expected to last the life of the roof 
but  needed  to  be  kept  dry  and 
therefore was more appropriate in 
houses,  which  could  be  heated. 
Pegging  through  the  scraa  not 
regarded  as 
practical  as  it 
damages  the 
weatherproofing 
ability. Underside 
of  turf  could  be 
lime-washed, but 
this  was  not 
considered 
essential.

Many  of  the 
remaining  rope 
thatched  roofs 
only approximate 
to Manx tradition. 
This  is  because 
often  roofs  have 
been  maintained 
in  thatch  but 
without  the  necessary  turfed  roof 
substrate,  using  boards  instead. 
The turfed substrate was required 
to ensure proper weather proofing. 
There is no building control reason 
why  turfed  substrate  needs  to  be 
replaced  on  existing  thatched 
houses,  but  private  householders 
new  regard  the  practice  as 
unacceptable.

Rope Thatch Under Threat
At  one  time  most  roofs  on  the 
island would have been covered in 
rope  thatch.  However  the 

importation  of  slate  and  other 
roofing  materials  has  steadily 
eaten  into  the  stock  of  thatched 
buildings. The few thatch buildings 
left  now  represent  the  last 
remnants  of  a  once  widespread 

roofing material.

There  are  now  22  registered 
thatched  buildings  on  island. 
Registered  buildings  are  the 
equivalent of the UK’s listed status. 
Put  in  perspective  there  are 
approximately 20,000 dwellings on 
the island.

The decline has been recorded by 
Folk  Life  Reminiscences,  an 
unpublished  oral  history  survey 
carried  out  by  Manx  National 
Heritage, recorded that until  WW2 



still  used on over 100 rope thatch 
houses. 

Pressure for Change
The  same  pressure  to  use  reed 
exists  on  the  island  as  on  the 
mainland. Reeds are longer lasting 
and  easier  to  crop  that  marrom 
grass.  Historically,  although 
occasionally  used,  it  was  a 
relatively  rare  material.  With  the 

gradual loss of local skills, there is 
likely to be an increasing tendency 
for English thatchers to be brought 
across,  but  who  do  not  have  a 
working  knowledge  of  traditional 
rope  thatching  methods.  This  will 
lead to a slow erosion of character 
(see bottom right).

Conclusion
Manx thatch has an impact on the 

architectural  character of the Isle 
of Man far in excess of the limited 
number  of  examples  that  remain. 
Preservation  of  this  limited  but 
precious  stock  needs  careful 
management  if  it  not  to  be  lost 
forever. .  



Select List to Tackle Buildings at Risk 
Stockport  MBC has  devised  a 
new  method  of  delivering 
conservation  led  regeneration, 
which  relies  less  on  public 
subsidy  and  more  on  private 
finance. 

The Council advertised in January 
for  expressions  of  interest  from 
development partners interested in 
being  included  on  a  select  list  of 
developers  for  delivering 
conservation  projects.  This  select 
list  of  developers,  with 
conservation  credentials,  is  seen 
as  a  key  part  of  delivering  the 
borough’s  conservation  strategy 
and in particular tackling buildings 
at risk.

To date,  9  developers  have been 
appointed  to  the  select  list.  It  is 
envisaged that  due to the varying 
size  of  the  companies,  and  their 
individual specialities, that no more 
than 4 will ever be asked to look at 
the same project. The advantages 
of  this  approach are  two-fold;  the 
Council  can  compare  and  chose 
the most 

appropriate  proposal,  whilst  the 
developer is in a stronger position 
to secure the work than they would 
be for a speculative scheme open 
to the market. 

The  Council  is  also  committed  to 
using its statutory powers to tackle 
problem buildings and this includes 
the  use  of  compulsory  purchase 
powers where property owners are 
either unwilling or unable to rectify 
the  situation  themselves.  In  such 
cases the Council  will  look  to  the 
select list of developers to come up 
with  innovative  solutions  and 
through exercising its powers it will 
hand  the  building  over  to  its 
preferred  development  partner 
subject  to  a  development 
agreement being in place.       

To the best of our knowledge, this 
is the first time that a local authority 
has  adopted  this  approach  to 
dealing  with  buildings  at  risk  and 
as a result  it  is  expected to be a 
steep  learning  curve  for  both  the 
Council  and  its  development 
partners.  Hopefully  it  will  prove to 
be  fruitful  for  all  parties  and  will 
deliver  further  conservation  led 
regeneration  projects  whilst 
tackling key problem buildings and 
sites.  This  initiative  will  no  doubt 
attract  the  interest  of  other  local 
authorities  facing similar  problems 
Mike Davies

CIOB Working Group
The Chartered Institute  of  Building 
has  recently  formed  a  working 
group  to  promote  building 
conservation,  maintenance  & 
refurbishment  to  its  membership. 
Previously,  the  Association  of 
Building Conservation Management 
(ABCM)  was  responsible,  with  the 

CIOB, for promotion of this element 
of  work,  but  the  CIOB  made  a 
decision that they wanted its work to 
be “less elitist” and formed the new 
working group. 

As part of the promotion of the new 
group, and to raise its profile they 

are developing a website and are 
on  the  look  out  for  news  stories. 
CIOB  &  IHBC  member  Mike 
Davies  has  been  charged  with 
providing  building  conservation 
related articles. 
 mike.davies@stockport.gov.uk 
 Tel: 0161 474 3523

THI National Forum
The   HLF  will  be  holding  a  THI 
National  Forum  on  6th  February 
2008 which the North West region 
will be hosting. It will be held at St 

Francis  Gorton  Monastery.  There 
will  be  a  number  of  speakers  on 
issues related to THI and it should 
be  a  useful  and  informative  day. 

Site  visits  will  be  held  on  5th 
February  which  will  be  confirmed 
nearer the time. 





IHBC Recruitment Drive 
The IHBC is running an internal competition between branches to see which branch can recruit the most 
NEW, FULL-SUBSCRIPTION PAYING members (Full, Affiliate or Associate) between November and the end 
of March. 

The  attractions  of  getting 
conservation  and  historic 
environment  specialists  that  you 
know to join up now include: 
- easy application for Affiliates 

and Associates: simply  tick, 
sign  and  send the  new 
membership  form  (on  our 
web site)

- easy  start-up  for  qualified 
professionals: simply join as 
an Affiliate and we will guide 
applicants  through  the 
process.

- up  to  5  months  free 
membership  for  new 
members  (until  April  2008)  

tax  deductible  fees  (in  line 
with  Inland  Revenue 
guidance  on  professional 
fees) 

- all  the  usual  IHBC  benefits, 
from  branch  newsletters  to 
events,  national  journals  and 
yearbooks

- and as well you’re helping the 
only  professional  body  and 
charity  specifically  dedicated 
to  conserving  our  historic 
places. 

Remember,  the  IHBC  includes 
members  from all  disciplines  that 
can  shape  conservation:  project 
managers,  architects,  engineers, 

planners,  managers,  landscape 
architects,  historians  and 
archaeologists  etc.  If  you  know 
someone  who  should  enhance 
their  professional  role  in 
conservation  and  the  historic 
environment,  get  them  to  think 
about joining up  NOW. If they do, 
you both just might be able to have 
the AGM of your dreams!!

Ask  your  branch  chair  for  more 
details,  or  e-mail  Devon,  our 
membership services officer,  at 
membershipservices@ihbc.org.
uk,  for  more  information  or 
leaflets for distribution. 

Nathan Blanchard Joins Paul Butler Associates
Paul  Butler  Associates  of 
Manchester  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Nathan  Blanchard 
as a new Director. 

A  Chartered  Town  Planner  and 
Historic  Building  Conservationist, 
over  the  past  11  years  he  has 
previously worked for a number of 
local  planning  authorities,  the 
Heritage  Lottery  Fund  and  the 
private  sector  and  joins  from  the 
17th October.  

His particular experience in historic 
environment matters across the UK 
will  complement  the consultancy’s 
existing  town  planning  and 
development expertise. 

Speaking  about  Nathan’s 
appointment Paul Butler, Managing 
Director,  said;  “I  am  delighted  to 
welcome  Nathan  as  part  of  our 
team.   The  appointment  is  a  key 
part of our strategy to expand the 
service we can offer  to our public 
and private sector clients.” 

For  further  details  please  contact 
Paul  Butler  at 
paul@urbanistics.co.uk or on 0161 
835 3530.

People
Membership  applications  have 
been received from Steve Corbett , 
Conservation  Team  Leader  at 
Liverpool  and  Mary  Clemence 
associate  director  at  CgMg 
Consulting Ltd

IHBC Gus Astley Annual Student Award 
The  institute  is  running  its  second 
IHBC  Gus  Astley  Annual  Student 
Award,  with  a  closing  date  of  the 
end  of  July  2008.  The  award  is 
made  to  an  outstanding  item  of 
taught-coursework  (i.e. NOT 
research-only  courses)  relating  to 
‘Conservation  or  the  Historic 

Environment’.  This  covers 
coursework  submitted  on  any 
aspect  of  conservation,  from 
archaeology  and  architectural 
history to heritage and conservation 
projects, and is open to students at 
all  levels.  Applicants simply submit 
digital  versions of their  coursework 
to  contest  for  an  award  worth  at 

least  £300.  Entries  must  be 
submitted  to 
studentaward2008@ihbc.org.uk,  in 
accordance  with  the  guidelines, 
while  candidates  must  be  able  to 
secure validation from their  course 
leaders  prior  to  any  award  being 
made.  See  www.ihbc.org.uk  for 
further details.

mailto:paul@urbanistics.co.uk


 

Leighton Hall Farm

Donald  Insall  Associates  are 
currently completing the residential 
development of Leighton Hall Farm 
for Betts Developments. The site is 
a  grade  II*  complex  of 
farmbuildings.  Located  near 
Parkgate on Wirral While  English 
Heritage  guidelines  discourage 

residential  conversions  of 
farmbuildings,  those  at  the  sharp 
end have long realised that there is 
a  limit  to  the  number  of  kitchen 
manufacturers  and  architects 
studios  that  can  occupy  such 
buildings  and  residential  is  the 
most often proposed use faced by 

planning authorities.  Leighton  Hall 
Farm is a very high quality scheme 
that  has  achieved  its  high 
standards  by  keeping  the  density 
of  units  low  resulting  in 
considerably  less  pressure  on 
sensitive architectural features.

RICS Awards
The closing date for the 2008 RICS 
Awards is 18th January. The 
awards are split into regions as 
well as categories. Categories 

include building conservation, 
community benefit , regeneration, 
sustainability and project of the 

year. Details can be obtained from 
www.rics.org/awards.

Editorial  Deadline for  Mar 2008 Issue:                                   Address for 
Correspondence:
Whenever the new editor gets his/her finger out                      No idea  
Editor Pete Hoey
Daytime Telephone don’t bother ringing, I’ve retired.
Contributors: Mike Davies, Steve Moore (IOM Gov’t), Ned Kennaugh (thatcher), Andy Johnson Manx Heritage.

Registered Office: 3 Stafford Terrace, Tonbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 4QZ
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