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NORTH WEST BRANCH 



Welcome to the autumn edition of the IHBC 
North West Branch Newsletter.   

This edition contains two articles on 
what the branch has been up to 
since the last newsletter - the sum-
mer social in Stockport and the 
Branch Committee’s September 
meeting on the Isle of Man.  

Plans for the North West Branch an-
nual conference in Liverpool on 20 
October are well advanced and dele-
gate places are filling up fast. By the 
time you read this, we are optimistic 
that all the places will be taken, so 
do contact Kate Borland or Michael 
Scammell straight away if you are 
keen to attend.  It promises to be a 
stimulating day – focussing on sig-
nificance - a topic increasingly rele-
vant to all of us now that it is firmly 
embedded in PPS5. 

Following the sad news of Joe Mar-
tin’s passing this year, we are very 
pleased that Salford’s Good Design 
Awards will now include the Joe 
Martin Conservation Award in his 
memory; the 2010 winners will be 
announced in November.  In what 
will be a regular feature, this issue 
contains news on two recent plan-
ning appeal decisions – from Stock-
port and Tameside. Please continue 
to send us summaries of recent ap-
peal decisions so we can all learn 
how PPS5 is being implemented by 
the Planning Inspectorate. Crispin 
Edwards gives us some examples of 
tackling current conflicts between 
conservation and standards for win-
dow design and satellite dish instal-
lation, in Stockport.  

As this edition goes to press many 
of us are anxiously awaiting the 20 

October announcement on the Coali-
tion’s Spending Review; there are cer-
tain to be public sector cuts that will 
affect our work, but at the moment 
we can only speculate on the details.  
We are already concerned that both 
Bolton and Warrington are currently 
without conservation officers. Some 
grant schemes may be under threat 
including the important Listed 
Places of Worship Grant Scheme that 
allows VAT to be reclaimed for repairs 
to listed churches and places of wor-
ship. The current scheme ends on 31 
March 2011, so please join calls for it 
to be continued. 

For most of us, adapting how we work 
and winning new partners has never 
been more important, so it is good to 
read an example of this from Heritage 
Works (formerly Ancoats BPT) which 
has shifted from being a traditional 
BPT to a trust with a more diverse role 
including producing options appraisals 
for problem buildings, whether in pub-
lic, private or charitable ownership.   

Following Paul’s Hartley’s piece on 
conservation in Germany, this issue 
includes a piece on my experience of 
staying in a building by le Corbusier, 
so please do also send us your in-
sights into conservation in other coun-
tries...  

At the back of the newsletter you will find a 
list of your branch officers; this is also on 
our webpage, www.ihbc.org.uk/
branches_north_west.htm. We all look for-
ward to hearing from you by email or phone 
or to seeing you at the Liverpool conference 
or at the AGM. 

Marion Barter 
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Honouring top designs 

S a l f o r d ’ s  G o o d  D e s i g n 
Awards sponsored by ASK Prop-
erty Developments will give rec-
ognition to the quality and inno-
vation of our buildings and 
places. The city has witnessed 
many new developments over 
recent years, the best of which 
have delivered significant im-
provements in design quality and 
visual appeal. 

 
The awards seek to recognise 
and reward design achievement 
in a number of forms: 

• Residential, commercial and 
public sector buildings 

• Best public realm and art 
schemes 

• Best masterplan 

• Joe Martin Conservation 
Award.  

Everyone can enter the awards, 
from professional architects and 
developers who have led their 

own schemes in Salford, to mem-
bers of the community who are 
particularly proud of a local devel-
opment. 

For more information visit 

w w w . s a l f o r d . g o v . u k /
gooddesignawards 

Entries closed on Friday 17 Sep-

tember and the awards ceremony 

will be held on Wednesday 10 No-

vember at The Lowry Centre in 

Salford Quays. 

Sarah Ashurst is Principal Officer 
(Business Management) in  Sal-
ford City Council’s Sustainable 
Regeneration Directorate 

 

[The results of this and other local 
conservation & design awards will 
be reviewed in the Spring branch 
newsletter, so watch this space!] 

The conservation award commemorates 

Salford’s conservation officer Joe 

Martin, a champion of the city’s built 

heritage. 
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Recent Appeal Decisions 
Metro Cinema, Old Street, Ashton-under-Lyne 

In an appeal decision soon after 

the publication of PPS5, the 

Planning Inspectorate confirmed 

that the loss of a building mak-

ing a significant contribution to 

the character of the Ashton 

Town Centre conservation area 

would comprise substantial 

harm, requiring consideration 

under policy HC9.2 and following 

the advice in the Practice Guide.   

In some respects this appears to 

have been a relatively simple 

case; a surface car park was 

proposed in place of a landmark 

building. However, the Inspec-

tor’s decision highlighted several 

aspects which should be borne in 

mind in similar cases, citing: 

• Lack of evidence that the con-

dition of the building was not 

the result of poor manage-

ment and maintenance during 

the 30 year ownership by the 

appellant, 

• Lack of evidence of marketing 

for a wide range of uses or 

direct approaches to charita-

ble or public organisations. 

 

Dismissal of an 

appeal against 

r e f u sa l  o f 

conservat ion 

area consent 

for demolition, 

May 2010 
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2 Ansley Grove, Heaton Moor, Stockport 

Dismissal of an appeal against refusal of planning permission 

for replacement windows in a conservation area with an 

Article 4(2) Direction, June 2010 

• Failure to provide evidence of the rental prices quoted when market-

ing the building. 

• Lack of evidence supporting the quoted costs of full repairs, or evi-

dence that partial repairs could not be carried out in parallel with 

further marketing.  

In theory the same tests should apply not just to a landmark building 

but to any building making a positive contribution, as under PPG15. 

Thanks to Catherine Jones, Tameside Conservation Officer 
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that the introduction of pvc would 

in itself be an incremental change 

which would further erode the char-

acter of the conservation area. 

In addition, the Inspector also 

noted that the change from timber 

‘mock sashes’ (with the upper light 

projecting forward of the lower 

light), to escape windows with the 

reverse arrangement, would be a 

further erosion of character. 

Crispin Edwards, Stockport Conser-

vation Officer 

This decision demonstrates that 

the Inspectorate will support the 

refusal of minor incremental 

changes where Article 4 Direc-

tions have been introduced.  

The application proposed re-

placement of non-original timber 

windows in pvc. The original 

glazing pattern of houses in the 

street was of interest, with slid-

ing sashes at first floor and an 

unusual 7 pane design at ground 

floor. Although this glazing pat-

tern had already been lost at the 

property, the Inspector agreed 

Nearby original windows 2 Ansley Grove 

If you have been involved in or are aware of any recent appeal decisions which 
would be of interest to readers, please forward details to nweditor@ihbc.org.uk 
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in almost all cases avoidable: 

• If window replacement is the 

only work being carried out, the 

Building Regulations allow for 

‘no greater contravention’ than 

the existing windows; current 

standards of background venti-

lation, fire safety and energy 

performance do not have to be 

met. 

• Instead of means of escape 

(which affect the streetscape), 

internal alterations can be 

made, such as enhanced fire 

detection systems or protected 

stairwells, which would only af-

fect the interior of properties. 

• If a window is used to provide 

escape, only one would be re-

quired in each habitable room-

in a canted bay, for example, 

one of the two smaller lights 

which is less visible from the 

street could be an escape win-

dow and the others mock 

sashes. 

The proposal in the appeal deci-

sion at Ansley Grove above is just 

one example of several current 

trends which are of concern.   

The first is the proliferation of es-

cape windows of the form pro-

posed in that case, i.e. with a top 

hung bottom light, almost inevita-

bly ‘storm proofed’ so that the 

opening bottom frame sits proud 

of the top light in a reverse of the 

arrangement in a sash or mock 

sash window.  

Secondly it appears that frame 

mounted hooded trickle vents are 

becoming ubiquitous, even ap-

pearing on traditional style win-

dows which have been fitted to 

preserve character. 

Finally, with ever greater fre-

quency satellite dish fitters are 

reportedly refusing or charging 

extra to fit dishes at height or on 

chimneys, as recommended in the 

guidance on permitted develop-

ment on the Planning Portal. 

These works are often the result 

of a one-size-fits-all approach 

taken by contractors, but they are 

Regulation Creep 
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even where there are not Article 4 

Directions and outside Conserva-

tion Areas. At the very least, these 

organisations should be asking 

their fitters to request that house-

holders check if planning permis-

sion would be required,  or to con-

tact their conservation officer. It 

seems to me that the IHBC should 

consider undertaking this lobbying. 

Do other branch members agree? 

Please email nweditor@ihbc.co.uk 

with your views. 

Crispin Edwards is Conservation 

Officer for Stockport MBC and a 

representative for Greater Man-

chester members on the Branch 

Executive. 

• Similarly, trickle vents do 

not need to be provided on 

every window if, for exam-

ple, there are also rooflights 

with vents in the room, or 

background ventilation can 

be provided through the use 

of night-locks, soffit vents or 

wall vents. 

Nearly all of these unnecessary 

works are carried out by contrac-

tors who are registered with 

FENSA or work for Sky. In my 

view, these organisations should 

be targeted at a national level to 

try to achieve a greater under-

standing and less provision of 

these inappropriate solutions, 

Regulation Creep cont’d 

Multiple escape win-

dows in the same 

room, also illustrating 

the contrasting ap-

pearance compared 

with sliding sashes. 
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In times of economic vitality we 
all fear the loss of historic fabric 
in the name of progress and rede-
velopment.  In such a climate, 
Ancoats BPT was conceived and 
spent ten years valiantly fighting 
for the creative reuse of the mills 
and associated buildings of the 
world’s first industrial suburb.  
Now that the economy’s fortunes 
have turned, the need for building 
preservation trusts is even 
greater – not as collectors of 
‘basket case’ buildings but as ex-
perienced heritage developers 
who can help owners and local 
authorities be realistic about what 
can be delivered (or at least 
mothballed in anticipation of bet-
ter times ahead) and what, re-
grettably, has reached the point 
of no return.  With some of the 
north west’s buildings at risk – 
although hopefully not many – we 
may have to accept that if a solu-
tion could not be found in boom 
time, it will not be found any time 
soon … 

 

The ability to assess significance 
and condition and determine the 
viability of keeping, repairing and 
re-using what is most important 
is a particular skill that Heritage 
Works is keen to share with local 
authority and private sector con-

servation colleagues.  In the last 
two years we have undertaken a 
number of options appraisal stud-
ies for a range of partners and 
identified creative ways of solving 
previously intransigent problems.  
Here’s a taster of some we are 
currently exploring: 

• Everton Library: grade 2, 
empty for 10 years and un-
successfully marketed in 
2007-08.  Heritage Works’ 
options appraisal and market 
evaluation studies have iden-
tified a vision for the library 
as the ‘Jewel on the Hill’ 
creative industries centre, 
with off-campus teaching ac-
commodation for the North 
Liverpool Academy and po-
tentially a heritage skills 
training facility. 

• Collier Brook Bolt Works: 
grade 2 and partially vacant 
since 1995 yet retaining ves-
tiges of industrial machinery, 
power train and furnaces: we 
are supporting the design 
team in undertaking a feasi-
bility assessment of each ele-
ment of a proposed conver-
sion scheme.  We’re proving 
that ‘less is more’ when it 
comes to making interven-
tions and that a scheme with 
minimal new build is actually 

BPT Updates 
Heritage Works; When the going gets tough, the tough 

need to get going…. 
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more financially viable than one with ‘enabling’ development, as 
well as being more acceptable to the planning authorities. 

• Cathedral buildings, Bradford: persuading the Cathedral 
Chapter to include Cathedral Halls and vacant land owned by 
Bradford Council within the scope of an options appraisal for the 
semi-derelict Clergy House may be the ‘master stroke’ that leads 
to a solution for one of Bradford’s few surviving Georgian town-
houses. 

When in-house resources are severely stretched and funds in short 
supply, commissioning an options appraisal study for a critical building 
at risk may be the best investment you can make.  We’re here to 
make heritage work – physically, economically, socially and environ-
mentally.  Can we help you?  

Contact: Heritage Works; tel: 0161 237 3210 

email: director@heritageworks.co.uk 

 

Heritage Works BPT was established as Ancoats BPT in 1995.  Since 
2007 our area of benefit has been increased to ‘England and Wales’, 
although for practical reasons the Trust focuses on projects within 50 
miles or two hours’ travel time from our offices in Manchester. 

Kate Dickson is Director of Heritage Works BPT. 

Branch membership  

There have been no changes to the membership since the Spring is-

sue - but keep encouraging friends and colleagues to consider the 

benefits of membership. 

Date for your diary: the IHBC North West Branch AGM will be 

on 8th December in Liverpool. Details will be circulated soon. 



IHBC NW Branch Events 

Summer Social 

A greyish summer evening, noisy 
low flying aircraft, a fire damaged 
building and a typical 1960s town 
centre development do not seem 
to be the ideal setting for an 
IHBC summer social. But fortu-
nately appearances can be decep-
tive as the 25 or so members 
who gathered under the veranda 
of the Plaza Cinema in Stockport 
on July 16th at 5pm soon found. 
This was just the beginning of an 
evening of real delights organised 
by Stockport’s Heritage and Con-
servation Team. The evening 
started in 1930s mode with Gary 
Trinder of the Plaza Cinema Trust 
giving an impromptu “recital” on 
the Crompton theatre organ be-
fore his talk on the history of the 
building and the work of the Trust 
in restoring it to its present glit-
tering magnificence. Before we 
left we looked behind the curtain 
and also visited the period piece 
café complete with Lloyd Loom 
furniture in “Naples green” and 

gold (open all day). We finally 
staggered out amazed into Mersey 
Square where Paul Hartley led us 
through the labyrinth of  Stock-
port’s mediaeval streets describing 
the restoration and enhancement 
work which had taken place in the 
last 10 years. We stopped outside 
the modest enclosed Victorian mar-
ket hall where architect Frances 
Armitage-Smith outlined her work 
in restoring the building and 
“opening it up” to the surrounding 
streets. Our final stop was Stair-
case House where Paul and Crispin 
Edwards took us through the build-
ing describing its earlier life and 
restoration saga to its present role 
as visitor centre/museum. The 
event finished in much conversa-
tion with old friends and colleagues 
over an excellent buffet after a 
most enjoyable evening thanks to 
the inspired work of the organising 
team. [primarily Kate Borland-Ed.] 

David Scott is retired  

Autumn 2010 



Branch Executive meeting, Isle of Man 

The branch business plan pre-
pared last year included for the 
branch executive meeting to be 
held in the Isle of Man. Every 
year, Isle of Man rep Ashley 
Pettit makes numerous trips to 
the mainland for branch meet-
ings, as well as volunteering for 
activities. It’s five years since 
the committee last visited the 
island, and another visit was 
long overdue.  

After some serious organising by 
Louise Wallace and lots of com-
paring notes on flights and ways 
to get to the airport, Thursday 
morning saw the majority of the 
committee converging on Liver-
pool airport. After a very short 
hop we were soon making a very 
scenic approach to Ronaldsway 
along the  coast of Man. 

With the events sub-committee 
meeting at 3pm, there was just 
time for a brief lunch and a look 
around Castletown, one time 
capital of Man. Manx National 
Heritage’s Castle Rushen pro-
vided a very interesting visit. 
Dating from the C13 and added 
to over several centuries, the 
castle has a confusing plan and 
a complicated history as palace, 
fortress, prison and mint, but 
was interestingly presented, with 
the major chambers hung with 
brightly coloured tapestries in 
contrast to the bare stone walls 
at so many properties. I was 

also interested to learn that sev-
eral of the Earls of Stanley, very 
big in my native Lancashire, were 
also Lords of Man. 

The meetings were hosted in Bal-
cony House, formerly three prop-
erties which have been rescued by 
the indomitable Mr. Rosen. Once 
the house of Manx hero of Trafal-
gar, John Quilliam, the house has 
a prominent position in the square 
next to the Town Hall, but had 
become semi derelict. During an 
on-off-on-again client/architect 
relationship, Ashley has overseen 
repair and restoration. The red 
tarmac back garden and the new 
render-over-board finish provided 
some opportunity for philosophical 
discussion, but the decorative 
plasterwork and original staircases 
spoke for themselves. By the time 
we had been shown around and 
seen some of the literary treas-
ures in Mr. Rosen’s collection, 
there was barely time to look at 
the Regeneration consultation dis-
play in the community hall before 
dinner and a study trip to The 
Castle (all right, yes it’s a pub), 
pausing on the way only to look at 
M.H.Baillie Scott’s Baronial ver-
nacular revival police station. 

The morning just gave us enough 
time for a bus ride to Port Erin, a 
very attractive seaside resort with 
a headland every bit as dramatic 
as Whitby. It was with some re-
gret that I made my way back to 

Autumn 2010 
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the airport, and I will definitely be making plans to return when time 
allows. 

Thanks are due to our host Ashley Pettit, Mr. Rosen, and Louise Wallace 
for all of the organisation they did.  

Crispin Edwards 

Mr. Rosen and Balcony House, venue for the committee meetings 

Police Station by Baillie Scott, and 

detail of ironwork on a now dis-

used side entrance door. 

Pics - Crispin Edwards 
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A novel means of 

blocking a doorway in 

a  c o m m e r c i a l -

residential conversion. 
Was the designer echoing the hillside 

behind? 

Your branch committee at work (L-R Ian Lucas, Marion Barter, 

Keith Parsons, Ashley Pettit, Jason Kennedy, Kirsten McKnight, 

Mike Scammell, Louise Walsh, Graham Arnold, David Hayes). 
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We hope not! 

Port Erin’s dramatically sited 

Milner’s Tower, on Bradda Head 

St. Catherine’s church, Port Erin 

Modern development on the outskirts of Castletown 

(L) View 

from Castle 

Rushen 

(R) Ex-

c h a n g i n g 

views over 

the buffet 
(pics Louise 

Wallace) 



2010 IHBC Day School 

Going for Gold: Delivering Excellence in Conservation 

Loyd Grossman kicked off the 
2010 IHBC Day School in the 
eclectic surroundings of the Royal 
College of Physicians with the 
keynote address focusing on the 
important role of the 3rd sector in 
conserving our heritage. Looking 
back it seemed to be pervaded 
with the message of the ‘Big Soci-
ety’, and was a rallying cry to 
carry on the good work. He high-
lighted the tangible and intangible 
nature of heritage and the fact 
that only one third of heritage is 
looked after by the state.  He 
stressed the need for the heritage 
sector to work together, espe-
cially in our message to govern-
ment, where the Heritage Alliance 
is focusing its efforts; reminding 
government that they need us to 
continue to look after our heri-
tage as heritage will not look af-
ter itself. 

Loyd was followed by Rosemarie 
MacQueen from Westminster 
City Council who provided us with 
a detailed case study of an exem-
plar city council’s work in conser-
vation and heritage. The scale 
and reach of their role was dem-
onstrated in her high speed talk, 
covering a diverse range of issues 
from consultation, sustainability, 
tall buildings and security to spe-
cific areas such as Chinatown. 

Westminster City Council covers 
11,000 listed buildings, the larg-
est number in any authority in the 
country, as well as 55 conserva-
tion areas, which goes someway 
to explain the necessary passion 
and capacity of the conservation 
service. It was particularly inter-
esting to hear how the council 
balanced conservation with the 
impact of new buildings in impor-
tant projects such as Crossrail, 
which required the demolition of a 
number of listed buildings. 

With the emphasis placed on the 
Historic Environment Record 
(HER) by PPS5 the next speaker 
was well placed to demonstrate 
its importance.  Beryl Lott works 
for Lincolnshire County Council, 
managing the HER along with 
eleven archaeologists.  She ex-
plained how HERs have expanded 
to cover listed buildings and con-
servation areas in contrast to 
SMRs which focussed on archae-
ology, and about the role of digiti-
sation and use of GIS.  Specific 
projects undertaken by the Lin-
colnshire HER include a survey of 
finger posts. She urged us all to 
contribute to and use our HER, 
though this still seems to be a 
chicken and egg situation for 
many of us. 

Richard Craig from the Royal 

Autumn 2010 



Borough of Kensington and Chel-
sea promoted the role of design 
panels in his practical-based talk.  
The borough has had great suc-
cess using a design panel, and 
has attracted notable members 
including Will Alsop. Although 
councils outside the bright lights 
of London may have difficulty at-
tracting big name advisors, Craig 
provided useful tips on setting up 
and running a panel. The talk 
generated plenty of questions 
from the floor; hopefully, you will 
see the benefits of a design panel 
in a town near you soon. 

The morning session was rounded 
off by Mike Harlow, legal advisor 
at English Heritage, talking about 
the publication on every IHBC 
member’s bedside table, PPS5. 
Stating that PPS5 encourages a 
proactive approach to enhancing 
and enjoying heritage assets, he 
went on to talk about the obliga-
tions that PPS5 places upon local 
authorities, to ensure there is a 
heritage value dividend, a mainte-
nance dividend and a community 
dividend to conservation. He 
pointed out the key elements of 
PPS5: Government Objectives; 
HE6; HE7; HE9; and HE12. The 
implementation of PPS5 was illus-
trated by a case study decided 
under PPG15, but which demon-
strated the principles of PPS5. The 
case study dealt with the refur-
bishment and conservation of 
Blencowe Hall, a Grade I fifteenth 
century fortified hall in Cumbria, 
now an exclusive house to let 

Autumn 2010 

(architects Donald Insall Associ-
ates). Though fascinating and 
demonstrating the principles of 
PPS5, this case doesn’t reflect the 
average heritage sector case load;   
a council-owned asset in an inner 
city would perhaps have been a 
more useful study in the present 
climate. 

 
 

Blencowe Hall - pics courtesy of 
Knight Frank and Rural Retreats 
 
 
 
 



After a rather tasty lunch (special 
mention to the desserts) the after-
noon session focused on case 
studies.  

Bob Stagg from Conisbee Engi-
neering talked about his involve-
ment with the structural works to 
Royal Albert Hall.  His talk, though 
technical in nature, was peppered 
with historical facts and anecdotes 
which made for a very interesting 
start to the afternoon. Key useful 
points included the fact that most 
historic buildings are a lot stronger 
than structural engineers claim(!) 
and it’s better to have lots of 
smaller interventions in an historic 
building than a few big ones. 

Alec Forshaw gave an interesting 
talk on Arsenal’s Highbury Stadium 
redevelopment into apartments, 
demonstrating that even the most 
unlikely and unusual of heritage 
assets can be transformed into 
something viable and desirable.  

This was followed by Ian Dungav-
ell (Victorian Society) talking 
about the Society’s campaign to 
save historic swimming baths, with 
which many of us will be familiar.  
The Vic Soc has highlighted the 
plight of historic swimming baths, 
highly valued by the local commu-
nity but disregarded by the local 
authority. Many of these baths can 
meet the leisure needs of today 
whilst still retaining their historic 
importance and this was demon-
strated by case studies, most no-
tably the Grade II Camden Baths 

in Kentish Town. 

Chris Sumner from the London 
Parks and Gardens Trust finished 
the day with a talk on managing 
change in London’s Parks. He 
talked about the work of the 
Trust, highlighting the database 
londongardenonline.com as well 
as the Open Garden Squares 
weekend, which are slowly being 
rolled out to other cities 
(www.opensquares.org). Varied 
case studies were used to dem-
onstrate restoration, excellence 
and innovation in public and pri-
vate parks, including the newly 
restored Bushy Park for Hampton 
Court Palace and the restoration 
project at Chiswick House gar-
dens. 

The day was extremely well or-
ganised, with touches such as 
introductory music to each 
speaker providing extra atmos-
phere.  The theme of excellence 
was strong throughout and I left 
with a renewed passion to strive 
for the highest quality in all of 
my conservation work. 

 
Katie Wray works at Arup. She 
attended this year’s Day School 
with the assistance of a bursary 
from the NW branch.   
 
Four bursaries of £100 were 
given to members this year, and 
we intend to  offer support to at-
tend the annual school again 
next year. 

Autumn 2010 
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L’œuvre architecturale et urbaine 
de Le Corbusier has been on Un-
ecso’s tentative World Heritage Site 
list since 2006, reflecting the high 
regard that France has for the work 
of the architect le Corbusier, de-
spite the challenges in conserving 
this collection of 20th century build-
ings. In Marseilles the iconic 12-
storey block known as the Unité 
d'Habitation or Cité Radieuse still 
functions more or less as intended 
when it opened in 1952. Visitors 
can also stay in the hotel and dine 
in the restaurant on the middle 
floor to sample utopian living 

1940s-style.  I stayed there this 
summer, fulfilling an ambition I’d 
had since I worked in Sheffield as 
a conservation officer and wit-
nessed the listing of Park Hill flats, 
a direct descendant in terms of 
ambition, design, form and scale. 
The Unité d'Habitation was de-
signed in the 1940s to provide a 
full range of community facilities - 
337 maisonettes, an internal street 
of shops and a children’s nursery, 
swimming pool and running track 
on the roof. The maisonettes were 
designed  in 23 varying configura-
tions for different household sizes; 

Iconic modern architecture still works –  

Le Corbusier in Marseilles 
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most span two floors with internal staircases and double height living 
spaces with balconies.  The block is still a popular, even a fashionable 
place to live although its success has probably been partly because this 
is not specifically social housing.  It is run by a residents’ association, 
which funds a concierge service and maintains the building, the services 
and the lifts. The poor reputation of post-war mass housing schemes in 
the UK is of course due to a range of complex issues, but visiting the 
Unité shows what can be achieved. 

Due to its heritage status there is some financial support from the 
French government for building repairs; in 2008, residents had to raise 
the equivalent of £8,500 per flat towards major fabric repairs with over 
half of the £7m repair bill covered by three different strands of grant-
aid.  Like Park Hill in Sheffield,  the key fabric issue is concrete decay 
and spalling caused by insufficient cover over steel reinforcing rods, de-
fects in the material and the salty atmosphere. 

The block is robustly constructed out of in-situ and pre-cast concrete, 
with board-marked elevations. The building is raised on chunky piloti to 
provide parking underneath the block. The original timber windows are 
still in situ, set back on concrete balconies decorated with inlaid ceramic 
mosaics. The reveals of the balconies are painted in primary colours, to 
brighten the elevations. In contrast, the internal central access corridors 
- the “streets in the sky” – are gloomy 
due to lack of natural light and work 
less well as community spaces. On the 
internal shopping street, only one 
shop – a boulangerie - has survived 
and most of the other shops units are 
now used as offices for architects and 
other design-orientated businesses. 
When we stayed, access to the roof 
was unfortunately closed, so I wasn’t 
able to see the school and the sculp-
tural service vents on the roof – or try 
out the running track!  If you are a 
fan of post-war design, I would highly 
recommend a visit; Marseilles is just 3 
hours from Paris by TGV. 

 

Marion Barter works for AHP 
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Treasurer Nick Grimshaw nick.grimshaw@english-heritage.org.uk 

Consultation Co-
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Events Chair Kate Borland K.Borland@manchester.gov.uk  
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tary 

Jason Kennedy J.Kennedy@wiganmbc.gov.uk 
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tional Representa-
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Caption competition! - send suggestions for the photo below to nweditor@ihbc.org.uk 

A final reminder - this and future issues will be primarily 

distributed electronically with hardcopies available at 

events. If you wish to automatically receive a hardcopy, 

please contact Crispin Edwards or Kirsten McKnight via 

the details opposite. 
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