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Editorial 

Welcome to the new look IHBC North West newsletter. Thanks to the new logo 

and the generously donated resources of Taylor Young the newsletter is now 

looking scarily professional. I have also volunteered to be editor for the next 12 

months which after Pete Hoey’s stint, is a hard act to follow.  

 

So please do send me any news, views or just plain rumours which you think 

your NW colleagues might find useful or interesting. We are aiming somewhere 

between the looks of BD or the AJ and the content of Hello! Well, maybe not quite 

but your input is welcome. My grateful thanks to all the contributors who helped 

with this issue, and to John Hinchliffe of Liverpool City Council and English Herit-

age for the photographs of Liverpool.

 

Angie Williams

Honorary Associates: Friends or Faux?

The debate on Honorary Associates rages on. At branch level there are various 

reactions, from defeatist can’t find anybody so won’t have anybody, to edge of 

reality proposals. The conservation movement can’t afford to be complacent. In an 

economic boom it is under pressure from all fronts as being seen to resist change 

and a barrier to prosperity. In bust times it suffers, as it is perceived as an expensive 

luxury. Having allies in the public spotlight can only serve to create more wide spread 

awareness, understanding and popular support, which goes a long way towards 

positive public funding, policy and legislation changes than the protests of a few 

blokes with beards and a penchant for bolection mouldings. There’s still time so send 

your thoughts on the art of the possible to your branch rep.

Kill Bill

The IHBC is preparing a submission to the Parliamentary Committee considering 

the Planning Bill.  There is major institutional opposition from both the IHBC and 

the RIBA, who are likely to be joined by the RTPI, to proposals in the Bill for Local 

Member Review Bodies, which would see local councillors determining minor planning 

appeals against their own delegated officers decisions. 
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It is a major concern for these bodies that natural justice would be prejudiced if 

the public were not given the right of appeal to an independent body. The public 

will not see LPA’s as being independent of their Officers. Councillors do not have 

the expertise to make complex technical judgements on design and listed building 

issues. The consistency of decision making across the country on listed building 

and conservation areas issues could easily be lost and policies undermined. 

Whilst the current appeals system is arguably fair and independent, it is 

somewhat time consuming and the proposals are put forward, rightly or wrongly, 

as a way of streamlining the process. 

If you want to add your voice to those opposing Clause 150 of the Planning Bill 

you can write to Members of the Commons Committee, your MP or send your 

comments to the editor of this newsletter to be forwarded on to the branch exec.

Nation celebrates Victorian Society’s golden jubilee

A series of competitive parties and dinners took place across England and Wales 

in February to mark the 50th anniversary of the Victorian Society, 

Drawing on the nineteenth century fashion for organising feasts in outlandish 

locations, among them the Rotherhithe Tunnel, the top of Nelson’s column and 

the belly of the iguanodon at Crystal Palace, the celebrations included a black-tie 

lunch inside the enclosure of the Albert Memorial in Kensington Gardens, and a 

three-course meal in the Booking Hall of Douglas Railway Station on the Isle of 

Man. In the north west 300 guests feasted at Gorton Monastery, in the splendour 

of the former Franciscan church built by E.W. Pugin in 1866-72. Competing to 

stage the most lavish feast in the best location, campaigners raised a toast to 

the organisation that rescued iconic buildings such as St Pancras Chambers and 

Liverpool’s Albert Dock from plans to raze them to the ground.   
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‘It’s great that so many people are throwing themselves into the competition’ said 

Dr Dungavell, Director of the Victorian Society. ‘It just goes to show how opinions 

have changed since Betjeman and Pevsner founded the Victorian Society in 1958. 

Back then, they were fighting to save outstanding national monuments from total 

demolition. There’s still a long way to go before all good nineteenth and early 

twentieth century buildings receive the protection they deserve but it’s amazing 

to think how far we’ve come. Here’s to the next fifty years!’

For further information contact:

Ann Morgan Community Engagement Officer               

community@victoriansociety.org.uk         

Direct line 020 8747 5897 / 07973 842 113

English Heritage EH North West

If you are scratching your head and wondering who is who at EH north west, ponder 

no further. A full list of contacts, caseworkers and their respective roles will be sent 

out to IHBC north west members via email shortly. One of the major changes is the 

arrival of Lynda Jubb who will be the Historic Areas Advisor for Greater Manchester, 

and Ecclesiastical Exemptions advisor for Greater Manchester and Lancashire. Lynda 

can be contacted on 0161 242 1425 or at: lynda.jubb@english-heritage.org.uk 

Liverpool Conference 2007

Very positive feedback was received for last years IHBC annual conference 

in Liverpool.

 

“Council were very pleased with the organisation of the summer school and some 

were very pleasantly surprised by Liverpool and its treasures, particularly St George’s 

Hall and the Crypt to the Metropolitan Cathedral.  Feed back from delegates had 

been nearly universally positive.  It was considered that future schools would have 

a hard act to follow.  The NW council representative explained that the success 

was all down to the painstaking work of the Events Sub Committee led by Peter de 

Figueiredo.  After this Council expressed its great appreciation for the success of 

the Liverpool Summer School and there was prolonged and spontaneous applause”, 

which I wish you could have heard.  Well done all. Graham Arnold



Issue number 28

Liverpool

St George’s Hall

Albert Docks

Hard days Night Hotel

Liver Building
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Listing buildings

As the consultation coordinator for the NW branch of the IHBC, I get a lot of stuff 

from HQ skiing for our views on the voluminous number of consultations/ drafts/ 

which come from central government these days. I usually forward these to the 

branch executive to see if there is a branch view; and if there is, I pass it on to HQ.

There has been a spate of them recently, typified perhaps by one from DEFRA on 

energy efficiency where all we can say is: take heritage into account. Occasionally 

we get something more interesting. One such has raised concerns that in some 

parts of the country there is a perceived change in stance from English Heritage 

with regard to spot listing of buildings. It is thought that it may be becoming 

more difficult to get buildings listed as a result of fairly minor external changes 

that may not previously have been regarded as significant but there is no 

evidence to back this up. 

To examine if this is fact, urban myth or regional variation the IHBC is asking for 

branch executive response, and we in our turn are throwing it open to NW members 

for their thoughts .

Can you consider and give your comments on the following questions: 

1.  Are fewer buildings submitted for spot listing being listed? (Do you have 

evidence to support this answer?)

2.  If there is a decline in numbers is this due to:

 

•  The quality of submitted buildings falling as less obviously listable   

buildings remain unlisted?

•  A change in the application of the listing criteria?

•  The impact of the introduction of the English Heritage Principles of selection

 (http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.8833) in March 2007

 which tightened the written guidance on what is to be listed?

•  Some other reason?
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3.  Have you any experience of successful listing applications being dealt with by 

designation staff with the appropriate specialist skills and how has this affected 

the outcome or, conversely, have staff whose area of expertise the application 

lies outside the building type influenced decisions in a certain way?

4.  Do you have any evidence of geographic variation? Any evidence and case 

studies including designation reports and photos would be helpful.

Please respond by 28th April. This long deadline should give time to consider

the issue at any branch meetings etc.If you have any views or comments on 

this, I could coordinate a NW view of the position (if there is such a thing – it 

may be that the number of recent examples is just too small to expect a regional 

perspective). You could of course if you wish respond directly to James Caird (the 

national consultation coordinator directly – consultation@ihbc.org.uk

In the response to this general enquiry, Bob Kindred has made the point that 

many more listings are coming from interest groups rather than local authorities 

– so the quality of the buildings may not be so high. I have been aware of a 

couple of instances where a request for listing had, I thought, virtually no chance, 

and so it turned out.

A sadder – but hopefully salutary – case is where a client of ours wanted to 

hang onto a building that was ‘needed’ for a redevelopment site (in my view not 

needed at all). We thought the building was listable and applied for it to be listed.

It took about two years for a decision to come back that yes it was listable and it 

therefore became listed. Unfortunately the owner, shortly before the final deci-

sion, had been worn down by the developer and had agreed to sell.
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Not to worry, you might think, the building is listed and therefore to knock it 

down will mean an inquiry, and one I am quite sure would have seen the building 

kept. But, guess what? In an indecently short space of time, the building be-

came vandalised; the fine interior (which had been a major reason for its listing) 

became destroyed; and when the LBC came in, EH could not oppose its demoli-

tion because of this loss of fabric. This building must hold the record for a building 

being listed for the shortest period of time ever. On the basis that it might live for 

evermore in the ether, I give you an external and an internal view of the Building 

That Was Listed for the Shortest Period of Time Ever. A small prize will be given to 

anyone who can identify it (anyone fromEH, Bury, or Camra is ineligible).

Paul Butler

Paul Butler Associates

paul@urbanistics.co.uk
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St Helena Island - a unique built heritage

“Where’s that?” was the usual response when I told people I was going to 

St Helena. Although many people have heard of it because of the Napoleon 

connection few know it is in the South Atlantic. The next question asked was 

“Why?”. My employer, the Methodist Church, has a scheme which allows staff 

to take a break from their work for what is known as development opportunity 

leave. This helps the individual and the employer who, hopefully, both benefit 

from new skills and experiences.

Through a contact at SPAB, I found out that the St Helena National Trust was 

looking for a volunteer to help with work on the historic buildings on the island. 

I got in touch with the National Trust, they invited me and arrangements were 

made for me to visit. I arrived on the 29th July 2007 after travelling for a week, 

including six days at sea on the RMS St Helena, and started work the day after. 

St Helena was discovered by the Portuguese in 1502 and settled (i.e. taken over) 

by the British in 1659. It is now a British Overseas Territory. It is tiny, ten miles 

by six, current resident population less than four thousand. The built heritage is 

remarkable. The forbidding coastline is ringed with defensive fortifications dating 

from the mid 17th century onwards. Many were added by the East India Company 

and later works were carried out while Napoleon was exiled here between 1815 

and 1821. illustration – Banks Battery In the countryside are numerous plantation 

houses and cottages, many now in a fragile condition. Then there is Jamestown, 

the capital and only sizeable settlement.
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Banks Battery

James Street Jamestown
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Jamestown is a remarkable place. In my view it is unique. I know nothing like it 

in the whole of the UK. So, what makes it so special? Firstly, it is the Georgian 

character of the town which is especially the case in lower Jamestown. Illustration 

– Main Street, Jamestown There are towns in England with fine Georgian buildings, 

certainly of more refined architectural quality but rarely so concentrated into such 

a small area. Secondly, it is the location, set in a narrow valley with the open 

ocean at one end. This means it is very compact. There is no sprawl of suburbs or 

industrial estates that must be travelled through before arriving at the heart of the 

town. Thirdly, it is the progression of spaces and buildings which is so attractive. 

Starting from the sea there is the moat, then the defensive wall and gateway 

and the castle. Next is Grand Parade with its important civic buildings, public 

gardens and St James church, the oldest Anglican Church in the southern 

hemisphere. After this comes Main Street which has many fine individual 

buildings, with the trees and a building known as the Canister enclosing the 

view. It is a place that deserves to be cherished.

Various studies have been undertaken, including “Listing and Preservation of 

Buildings of Architectural and Historic Interest” by architect Hugh Crallan in 1974. 

This is the singular most important piece of work on the Island’s built heritage. 

It set out clear recommendations “to encourage and achieve the preservation of 

the Island’s architectural Heritage” as the foreword to the second edition puts it. 

It laid the foundations for a system of listing, the establishment of a conservation 

area for Jamestown and the basis of planning policies to encompass the foregoing. 

It is his list which has been adopted wholesale by Government and incorporated 

into the legislation. One of the jobs I have done is to completely update the list 

for Jamestown, resurveying the buildings, providing more comprehensive written 

descriptions and making recommendations for additions, deletions and regrading. 

I would have liked to tackle the buildings in the countryside in the same way but had 

insufficient time. It is hoped that this can be picked up in a future project.

What else have I done? I’ve produced various guidance notes on a variety of topics 

such as alterations to listed buildings, shopfronts and signs (thanks to all who 

provided information which I have freely plagiarised). 
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I have also helped train the small planning staff in building recording, assessing 

significance and processing applications for alterations to listed buildings.

It is difficult to be fully confident about the future of the historic environment. 

There is little investment in buildings, maintenance is often poor and there is a lack 

of awareness about the use of correct materials - there is no lime on the island 

so all repointing is in mortar made from cement and unwashed black sea sand. 

One important factor for the future is the planned airport, due by 2012. This will 

certainly bring more tourists than the thousand or so presently arriving each year. 

It will also bring more pressures for change, some of which may not be for the 

better. Go soon and experience the island’s unique landscape and historic buildings 

before it changes. More information about the Island and the National Trust can be 

found at 

www.sthelenanattrust.org and 

www.sthelenatourism.com

Ian Serjeant Dip TP, MRTPI, MA (Urban Design), IHBC.  

Conservation Officer for 

Methodist Church.

serjeanti@property.methodist.org.uk

Newsletter April 2008



Issue number 28

DIARY DATES 2008

Dates for All

IHBC NW Branch Conference: Creative Partnerships for Buildings at Risk, 

21st May 2008, Town Hall, Albert Square, Manchester 

This one-day conference will explore the opportunities offered by Buildings at Risk 

strategies and programmes, considering the issues from both national and local 

perspectives, whilst looking to address the practical realities of structural decay 

and the challenge of finding alternative uses.

It will be a unique opportunity to reflect on the roles played by different organi-

sations in the work of saving historic buildings from the ravages of decay and 

decline, and the best ways in which they can act together in creative partner-

ship. The conference will be chaired by Michael Hebbert, Chair of Planning at the 

University of Manchester, and speakers will include Nigel Hewitson, former legal 

director at English Heritage, conservation engineer Brian Morton, John Miller, chief 

executive of the North West Building Preservation Trust, Ian Lush, chief executive 

of the Architectural Heritage Fund and Bob Kindred.

The event will take place in the principal reception rooms of Manchester Town 

Hall, the spectacular masterpiece of Neo-Gothic civic architecture with speakers 

from English Heritage, Local Authorities, Building Preservation Trusts and other 

key figures from the world of Buildings At Risk.

For further information and booking please contact Kate Borland 0161 234 4556 

or K.Borland@manchester.gov.uk.
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Dates for Mancunians

Greater Manchester Conservation Officers Group meetings: 

23rd April – Bury 

18th June – Wigan

10th September – Tameside

19th November – Oldham    

 

Dates for Execs:

Next IHBC NW Branch Executive meeting is 17th April at Taylor Young offices, 

Chadsworth House, Wilmslow Road, Handforth, SK9 3HP

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Next newsletter: June 08

Editorial deadline for June issue: 10th May 

Editor: Angie Williams 

Address for correspondence: nweditor@hotmail.co.uk
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IHBC North West Contacts

Chair Paul Hartley paul.hartley@stockport.gov.uk

Vice Chair David Hayes dhayes@valeroyal.gov.uk

Secretary Louise Wallace loubywallace@btinternet.com

Treasurer Nick Grimshaw nick.grimshaw@tayloryoung.co.uk

Consultation 

Co-ordinator
Paul Butler Paul@urbanistics.co.uk

Newsletter Editor Angie Williams nweditor@hotmail.co.uk

Events Chair Kate Borland K.Borland@manchester.gov.uk

Membership Secretary Jason Kennedy J.Kennedy@wiganmbc.gov.uk

National Representative
Graham Arnold 

(until July 08)
northwest@ihbc.org.uk

NWHEF Representative Paul Mason paulm@croftgoode.co.uk

Greater Manchester 

representatives

Paul Hartley

Crispin Edwards

paul.hartley@stockport.gov.uk

Crispin.Edwards@english-heritage.

org.uk

Merseyside 

representatives

Chris Griffiths

Graham Arnold

Chris.Griffiths@liverpool.gov.uk

grahamarnold@wirral.gov.uk

Lancashire 

representatives

Adrian Dowd 

Paul Mason

adrian.dowd@ribblevalley.gov.uk

paulm@croftgoode.co.uk

Cheshire representatives
Louise Wallace

David Hayes

loubywallace@btinternet.com

dhayes@valeroyal.gov.uk

Isle of Man representative Ashley Petit ashley@apa.co.im
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